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Simchat Torah 
 Simchat Torah, the Rejoicing of the 
Torah, helps bring the fall holiday season to 
a close.  Five days after Yom Kippur starts 
the festival of Sukkot, the fall harvest festival.  
At the end of that, on Simchat Torah, we 
conclude our reading of the entire Torah 
which has taken the whole year and 
immediately begin again at the beginning.  It 
is possible, although we can’t be certain, this 
inspired one of the central themes of James 
Joyce’s Finnigan’s Wake. 
 The holiday is often celebrated by 
dancing and marching the Torah scrolls 
around the sanctuary, and sometimes 
beyond, followed by children waving flags 
and carrying miniature Torot of their own.  It 
is an entirely joyous festival.  Our custom 
has been to unwrap one Torah completely.  It 
goes almost around our whole sanctuary.  
We read the end of the Torah, the story of 

the never forget the death of Moses and 
Joshua’s assumption of leadership, then 
go to the other end and read the story of 
the creation of the universe.  It was so 
important that even in the concentration 
camps of the holocaust where there were 
no Torah scrolls, a Rabbi asked a child if 
he knew the Shema, which is written in the 
Torah.  When the child said yes, the Rabbi 
picked him up and danced around with 
him, celebrating Simchat Torah as best he 
could. 
 How blessed we are to be able to 
celebrate in freedom, flags flying, scrolls 
unwrapped, happy faces. On Monday, 
October 20, we will begin at 5:30 with a 
barbecue, followed by the Rejoicing in the 
Torah, Simchat Torah, at 6:30.  Come and 
celebrate. It is something your children and 
you will love to do together. 

 

Major Events in October 2008 

Wed 1  Rosh Hashanah Thur 16 7:30pm Torah Study 
Fri 3 8:00pm Shabbat Shuvah Fri 17 6:30pm Sukkot Potluck Picnic 
Sat 4 10:30am Mark Calvo-Cruz Bar Mitzvah  7:15pm Consecration 
Sun 5 10:00am Brotherhood Meeting/Build 

the Sukkoth 
Sun 19  Breast Cancer Walk 

Mon 6 7:00pm Executive Board Meeting Tues 21 10:30am Yizkor 
 7:00pm Adult Choir  5:30pm Family BBQ 
Wed 8  Erev Yom Kippur  6:30pm Simchat Torah 
Thur 9  Yom Kippur Thur 23 7:00pm Special Events for Special People 
Fri 10 8:00pm Shabbat Service Fri 24 6:30pm Early Shabbat 
Sat 11 10:30am Michael Tabacco Bar Mitzvah  Mon 27 7:00pm Finance Committee Meeting 
Mon 13 7:30pm Erev Sukkot Services at 

Temple Beth El 
 8:00pm Ritual Committee Meeting 

Tues 14 10:30am Sukkot Services at Temple 
Beth El 

Thur 30 7:30pm Torah Study 

 



 

From the Desk of................................................................................ Rabbi David E. Fass 

On the Threshold of Adulthood 

 
 I received a phone call a number of yeas ago from a woman who was obviously practically in tears.  She 
said she was a Congregant, but wouldn’t tell me her name.  “Rabbi,” she said, “I’m so ashamed, and I’ve been 
dreading this day for years, but I can’t put it off any longer.  I’ve never been Bat Mitzvah.”  To which, in my Solomon 
wisdom I said, “So?”  “So?  My son is due to be Bar Mitzvah in a few months.”  “Mazal tov,” I replied.  “No, Rabbi, 
you don’t understand.”  Now she was crying.  “I’ve never been Bat Mitzvah so he can’t be Bar Mitzvah.  I can’t bear 
doing that to my son, but I can’t hide the truth any longer.”  “No, I’m happy to tell you it’s you who don’t 
understand.  I presume you’re over thirteen?”  “Of course.”  “And you were alive and breathing when you were 
thirteen, yes?”  “Of course.  Are you making fun of me?”  “Not at all. If you were alive when you were thirteen, you 
are Bat Mitzvah.  The studying, the appearance on the pulpit, the party, are all celebrations of a status that is 
attained automatically.  At thirteen you became obligated for all the obligations of an adult Jew, and eligible for all 
the privileges of an adult Jew, like being called to the Torah.  Whether or not you celebrated that automatic status, 
you were and are Bat Mitzvah.” 
 It was like I had taken a two hundred pound weight from her shoulders.  All these years she’d been hiding a 
perceived inferiority and illegitimacy that simply didn’t exist.  She and her husband and I were the only ones who 
knew of this conversation, and her son’s Bar Mitzvah a few months later was one of the most joyful occasions I’d 
ever attended. 
 You can celebrate at any time.  Thirteen, certainly, or twenty-three, or fifty-three, or eighty-six, or whenever.  
A number of our members have done so.  From time to time, whenever we have a few people who wish to, we start 
an adult Bar/Bat Mitzvah class.  If you’d like to join, please let me know.  There’s nothing wrong with not having 
celebrated your automatic Jewish majority status that occurs when you turn thirteen.  But it’s never too late to 
celebrate. 

 

                   
 

SIMCHAT TORAH BBQ & SERVICESIMCHAT TORAH BBQ & SERVICESIMCHAT TORAH BBQ & SERVICESIMCHAT TORAH BBQ & SERVICE 
 On Tuesday, October 21

st
 please come and join our Temple Beth Sholom Family for the “Simchat Torah 

All Evening Celebration”!  All congregants are invited including religious school and nursery school students and 

families.  

 We will kick off with a Barbeque at 5:30 PM and continue with a special Simchat Torah 

service dancing with the Torah at 6:30 PM.   

***Tuesday Religious School students will be released at 5:30 PM to the barbeque.  Parents are 

strongly encouraged to join them in the Social Hall** 

Please respond by filling in the attached form and returning it with your check by October 16
th
 to 

the Temple Office. 

Family barbeque includes hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers, sides and drinks.  Cost is $ 2 per child and $ 3 

per adult 

 

Yes, we are coming!  NAME:________________ 

 # children __________   

 # adults ___________ 

Total Payment   $  _______________ 

 

Please fill in how many hot dogs, hamburgers, and veggie burgers your family will be having: (this is to make 

sure we have plenty of food for everyone!) 

_____ Hot Dogs 

_____ Hamburgers 

_____Veggie Burgers 

 

Thank you! 



 

 

OCTOBER BAR/BAT MITZVAH OCTOBER ONEGS 

October 4 
Mark Calvo-Cruz 

October 11 
Michael Tabacco 

October 3 
Heidi Cinicolo 

October 10 
Cindy Tabacco 

 

 

Each year through Sisterhood we offer lovely Bar/Bat Mitzvah greetings for congregants to extend their best 
wishes on the occasion of a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  We hope you participate in sharing your excitement and "mazel 
tov" with those young adults who reach this memorable milestone in their Jewish life. 
 
To convey your warmest wishes on a beautifully engraved certificate please check off the name of each child 
you would like honored in this special way and enclose your tax deductible check, at five dollars per name to:  

SISTERHOOD – TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM 

Each child will receive your greeting on the day of his/her Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  This thoughtful greeting will 
extend your congratulatory wishes. 
 
The space on the certificate is limited.  Please choose from the following examples for your signature: 
The Kanter Family 
Devra & Ken Kanter & Family 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kanter 
 
Please mail your completed form and check to: 
Devra Kanter 
17 Oriole Road 
New City, New York 10956 
 
If you need additional information, feel free to call Devra Kanter at 638-1691. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sept 12 Sydney Kaufman (Joseph/Dina) ___________________ 
Sept 13 Alexandra Lockey (Ray/Lisa) ___________________ 
Sept 27 Alexandra Aber (Scott/Erica) ___________________ 
Oct 4 Mark Calavo-Cruz (Heidi Cinicolo) ___________________ 
Oct 11 Michael Tabacco (Cindy) ___________________ 
Nov 22 Megan Lenore (Edward/Nancy) ___________________ 
Dec 13 Zachary Kiel (Lawrence/Abbe) ___________________ 
Jan 17 Gabrielle Pollard (Mark/Laura) ___________________ 
Jan 24 Abraham Leider (Donald/Susan) ___________________ 
Mar 7 Olivia Langer (Ury/Jane) ___________________ 
Mar 14 Zachary Borden (Kenneth/Lucille) ___________________ 
Mar 14 Cory Schimko (Mitchell/Lauren) ___________________ 
Mar 21 Rachel Adelman (Mark/Carol) ___________________ 
Mar 28 Maraquette Koss (Eric/Melinda) ___________________ 
Apr 4 Nicole Bard (Steven/Jody) ___________________ 
Apr 25 Sarah Warschun (Lars/Stacey) ___________________ 
May 9 Brielle Lipstein (Barry/Meryl) ___________________ 
May 16 Heather Seidenberg (Michael/Rhonda) ___________________ 
May 30 Maxwell Hartzman (Mark/Michelle) ___________________ 
June 6 Jill Weisman (Neil/Susan) ___________________ 
Jun 13 Dylan Pins (Paul/Elise) ___________________ 
Jun 20 Jake Yelin (Darren/Rachel) ___________________ 
Jun 27 Jordan Kenney (Nancy/John) ___________________ 

Name:___________________________ AMT ENCLOSED:  ____________________ 



 

President’s Column 
     Four months into the Presidency, people often 
ask me about what it is like to be Temple President 
(and more often than not “WHY do you do it?”). 
     The “why” is relatively easy to answer-simply to 
give back to the Jewish community a small part of 
what was given to me and my Family over many 
years. 
     The “what is it like” is a bit more involved since 
in what I do as TBS President, I see myself wearing 
three major hats (plus of course, a yarmulke). 
     The first and the easiest function is usually, but 
not always, overseeing the management of the 
Temple’s administrative functions, boards and 
administrative office.  Here I am assisted by Temple 
staff- Marilyn Altman in the office; Valentina 
Katsnelson, Office Assistant; the heads of the two 
schools—Lori Scott and Marilyn Fellows; and Mr. 
Gebremariam—do you know who this is?  It is 
George, our dedicated Caretaker.   
     Thank goodness for all of their help and support. 
     The Board of Trustees and the Executive Board 
are key components in having a lay leadership that 
leads—I will write about them and what they doing 
in a future Lamp column.  
     The toughest jobs seem to be raising money and 
looking out for TBS’ finances and best interests.  
For fundraising, what would we do without Jerry 
Korn’s tireless efforts to reach out to Congregants?  
And for the fiscal operations, I have the incredible 
support of Carol Garber, our Treasurer and Allen 
Feldstein, who works with Marilyn to insure that our 
computer records are correct and current. And very 
importantly, the efforts of Marci Pekofsky, our 
Financial Secretary, who has the very difficult task 
of monitoring dues payments.  
     Then there is the “happy stuff”—I think that the 
most enjoyable work is working to encourage the 
spirit of TBS as a religious community of Reform 
Jews in America.   Here, I work with our clergy, 
Rabbi Fass and Cantor Schwartz, as well as the lay 
leadership, especially Jay Grossman, Chair of TBS’ 
Ritual Committee, to make our services and 
practices more meaningful and attractive. 
     However, without having a solid TBS 
administration and sound fiscal controls, I am 
limited with what I can do to lead us to preserve our 
Jewish institution and identity. 
     What I really need MORE of is simple-some of 
you!  So, I ask you for some of “yourselves”, and 
specifically, some of your time, your spirit and your 
hope. 

     As Reform-minded Jews, we prize our 
individuality and religious freedom—we choose to 
have much broader limits for what makes us 
“Jews”.  We all do not have to do the same things 
at the same time in the same way.   
     While going about living our daily lives, we more 
than likely rarely think about where we would be if 
we did not have a local religious place to pray.  Ask 
yourselves,” what would I do if Temple Beth 
Sholom was no longer here? And what if there was 
not any nearby religious home for me?  
     What a disturbing and even frightful thought.  
We have an institution built over five decades by 
those who came before us.  We cannot take for 
granted what we are so fortunate to have.  We need 
to stay focused on a positive road to ensure the 
stability of our religious home—our local Temple 
synagogue or shul, or whatever term you like to 
use.   
     So, as you look forward to a New Year that I 
hope will be healthy and prosperous, think about 
doing something for TBS.  I think that you will find 
that by doing “something” for TBS, you will end up 
doing a lot more for your community and for 
yourself. 
     Join a committee; volunteer for a single activity; 
attend a function; join a group: Chai for fiftyish and 
over; Brotherhood; Sisterhood; and Young 
Members’ Club. 
     Come to a Shabbat service.  Bring your children 
to services.  Participate in the Religious School-
most of you who have children in public schools 
care very much about their education and how they 
do academically.  Why not the same care and 
concern for their religious education? 
     And what about your own religious education? 
When is the last time you thought about why we do 
certain rituals?  Why do we light candles? Why do 
we not eat meat with milk?  What does kosher 
mean? Did the Exodus really happen? And so on-
there are more questions that need thought and 
answers. 
     So, to summarize:  PLEASE GET INVOLVED. 
     There are fewer of us now and each and every 
member matters more than ever before. 
     Do you really want a Reform Congregation to be 
here for your children and for the next generation of 
liberally-minded Jews of Rockland? 
     If the answer is in any way a “YES”, then it is 
really your time NOW to do “SOMETHING”.      
       Be well--Marty 

 

Entertainment ’09 Books 
The Entertainment ’09 Book, with great coupons and deals are now available for immediate use by contacting 
Temple Office or calling Larry Wolf at 845-634-1800.  
 
The cost is only $20, with checks made payable to Brotherhood Temple Beth Sholom. You may also order the 
books online by going to  www.entertainment.com/support and entering account #158213.  



NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS 
     School is now in full swing and all of our 
children have made a smooth and happy 
transition to the new school year.  We’ve 
tasted apples and honey, heard the Rabbi 
blow the Shofar and our 4’s have even had 
the opportunity to sing songs about the 
holidays with the Cantor. 
     Our first Tot Shabbat of the year was a 
great opportunity to introduce the children 
to our Sanctuary and the joy of Shabbat 
and for our returning families it was truly a 
homecoming. 
     If you missed Tot Shabbat this time, 
make an effort to join us for the next one.  
You will be really glad you did! 
     October brings Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah, which are wonderful holidays for 
young children. 
     By making decorations and hanging 
them in the Sukkah, the children have a true 
sense of ownership in our Sukkah and 
eating snack inside of it is “the icing on the 
cake”. 
     On Simchat Torah, the entire school will 
parade outside and sing songs as we sing 
and dance with the Torah.  It is always a 
joyous occasion!  
 

     These early holiday experiences instill in 
our little ones the beginning of a true 
Jewish identity.  They may not fully 
understand the meaning of all the holidays, 
but experiencing the celebrations through 
so many of their senses builds joyful 
memories. 
     In our classrooms, we are learning the 
routines of the class and embarking on new 
learning adventures.  The 4’s are beginning 
our letter program and the Explorers are 
discovering Dinosaurs.  Our 3’s are taking 
their classroom “jobs” very seriously and 
responsibly and they are busy at circle 
counting, learning to recognize their 
names, and of course, singing their way 
through the day.  Our Busy Hands children 
are reading stories and fables and having a 
great time acting out the parts.  Our 
toddlers are learning how to sit in circle 
and anxiously await the arrival of Old 
McDonald and his animals each day.  Our 
Baby Steps children are exploring their new 
environment and their Moms and 
caregivers are making new friends.  
     We are truly off to a wonderful start! 
 
Lori Scott, Nursery School Director 

 

 

 
 
 
Sisterhood will be selling this marvelous cook book.  
Proceeds from the books sold will be donated to the 
Carmei Ha'ir Soup Kitchen in Jerusalem to help feed 
hungry Israelies.  This is not just a great cookbook -- it 
tells about the Holocaust.  Call Leah @ 634-1338 to 
place your orders.  The cost is $36.00 per book.  Great 
book for gifts. 
 
 

 
 

 

COLLEGE OUTREACH 
College outreach provides a way for the temple to keep in touch with our college aged student congregants. 
Each year, we send holiday care packages during Chanukah, Purim, and Passover. If you would like to sign 
up  your student to participate, free of charge, for this program offered byTemple Beth Sholom, please contact 
Eugene Bass. Send to him your student's name, college address ( no Po box), e-mail address, and we will be 
happy to include them in these mailings. Send this information to Eugene Bass, 24 Beaumont Dr, New City, NY 
10956, or e-mail it to hoops39@aol.com. 

 



 
SISTERHOOD HAPPENINGS 

The month of October is filled with a lot of Sisterhood activities in which we hope you will take part. 

Friday, October 10
th
  @ 10:00 AM : we will spend the morning setting up the bema for Succot with colorful 

flowers and fall fruits and vegetables. Please let us know if you would like to participate. 

Sunday, October 19
th
 : We will be participating in the annual Breast Cancer Walk at Woodbury Commons. 

Men are encouraged to join us. Please call Shari Alinkofsy at 623-8954 if you wish to participate or support 
this cause with a donation. Either way you will be performing a mitzvah. (You do not have to complete the 
walk and there are many benches along the way). 

Tuesday, October 28
th 

 @ 7:30 PM: The knitting group will be starting a new project to provide small, easy to 
knit or crochet, lap blankets for people in the local nursing homes. Don’t know how to knit or crochet? No 
problem – we will teach you how.  7:30 in the Temple lobby. 

Sisterhood members had a great time at dinner and the movies. This is a fun way to see a movie that women 
might enjoy more than men and to spend a night out with the ladies.  This has been so popular we hope to 
continue “chic flick night” throughout the year. 

Sisterhood works for the benefit of our Temple, Israel and our community. A new project we hope to start 
this month is to provide Milk & Cookies and a special activity for our nursery school children. We’d love to 
have your ideas about projects or programs you would like to see at Temple Beth Sholom. 

Coming Wednesday, November 5
th
  @ 7:30 PM. 

INTERNATIONAL JEWELRY SHOW AND SALE.  Come and try on all the styles you see in magazines and 
boutiques.  

We hope you have a happy and healthy New Year. 

B’Shalom 

Phyllis and Leah  

We can be reached at ( P) 634-3916 or (L) 634-1338 or Phyll @aol.com ;Oma722@gmail.com 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
     “On Rosh Hashanah it is written, and on Yom Kippur it is sealed.”  During the 10 days of repentance 
(between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) we have the opportunity through prayer, mitzvot (righteous acts) 
and atonement, to influence G-d’s judgment.  That is, to be “Sealed in the Book of Life.”  We can let go of the 
old year, and the mistakes we made and focus on the new. 
     Take your children by the hand, attend services as a family, and together we will step into the New Year.  
Sukkot, one of the happiest holidays of the calendar, follows only 5 days after Yom Kippur, one of the most 
solemn (and Rosh Hashanah, just 10 days earlier), so confident are we in G-d’s mercy and forgiveness. 
     On Sunday, October 5

th
, our Religious School will help Brotherhood put up our Sukkah structure.  Please 

come and join us at this special time.  Decorations will be made by all our children and hung up in the Sukkah.  
A Sukkot picnic, on Friday, October 17

th
, is a Shabbat event not to be missed.  Following our picnic, a 

Consecration service for our new students will be held in the sanctuary.  Simchat Torah follows Sukkot as we 
celebrate the never-ending cycle of the Torah.  Parents are busy organizing a Simchat Torah BBQ on Tuesday, 
October 21

st
, and our TBS Simchat Torah Service will follow.  Parents – please attend our school committee 

meetings and become part of our TBS Religious School community. 
     Todah Rabah to Lori Gandelman, Jon Bernstein, the school committee, Sisterhood and Brotherhood and Jay 
Gandelman a.k.a “Betman” for all their help with our Welcome Back Breakfast. 
     Shanah Tovah!   Happy Holiday to all….Chag Sameach! 
 
Marilyn Fellows, Education Director 

 

Important Dates for Religious School 
Sun, Oct. 5 Sukkah Building – Brotherhood and the Religious School @ 10:00 AM 

Tues, Oct. 14 NO SCHOOL 

Fri Oct. 17 Sukkot Picnic @ 6:30 PM followed by a Consecration Service @ 7:15 PM 

Tues, Oct. 21 Religious School is in session:   All students will be dismissed at 5:30pm to participate in 
our Simchat Torah BBQ @ 5:30 PM for students and families.  Simchat Torah service will 
follow @ 6:30 PM.  Come march with flags and celebrate with the Torah. 

Tues, Oct 28 School Committee Meeting in the Library @ 7:00pm.  Please join us and get involved! 



SIMPLY SIMCHAS OCTOBER 2008 
Congratulations to: 

Myra & Cy Stein on the engagement of their daughter Lauren to Brian Rosenberg 

Joyce & Steve Weinberg on the marriage of their son Jeffrey to Milissa Morano 

Marjorie & Leon Kasmin on the birth of their granddaughter Stella Grace Folbe 

Carole & Phil Gruber on the marriage of their son Adam to Jodi Sandler 

Roberta & Steve Bergman on the marriage of their son Justin to Lori Silberlicht 

 

Social Action Coming Attractions 

 
It is once again time to kickoff our year-long drive to help feed the hungry in Rockland County. Won’t you 
please help us in reaching a goal of collecting at least 6000 pounds of food this year? 
 
We will start once again on Rosh Hashanah by distributing grocery bags along with a list of suggested 
items that are in need.  Won’t you please take this bag, (or any other bag), and return it to RCC at our Yom 
Kippur Service on October 9

th
.  

 
Traditionally, we ask that as you fast, pledge for forgiveness and atone, that you donate the groceries you 
have given up on this day to help others. 
 
Remember that donated items can also be dropped off in the temple lobby if you are unable to attend 
services at RCC. 
 

Our efforts continue all year-long. Watch for future coming attractions….. 
 

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM – CHAI SOCIETY 

 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR A FUN-FILLED EVENING OF                                         
DINNER AT PASTA CUCINA & SHOW AT PENGUIN REP 

“The Woman in Black” -- a supernatural thriller about a grieving lawyer                                         

who believes that a curse was cast on his Family by the spectre of                           

“the woman in black”. 

                                  WHEN:     SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2008 

                                  WHERE:   DINNER AT PASTA CUCINA, 

                                                    STONY POINT AT 6:00 PM  

                                                        (5 entrée choices, coffee & dessert) 

                                  COST:       $24.00 per person (incl. taxes, tip) 

                     Note dinner can be optional if you want only to attend the show) 

                                  SHOW:     8:00 P.M. 

                                  COST:      $25.00 per person for members 

                                                   $30.00 per person for non-members 

 

RSVP ASAP and Not Later Than October 25, 2008 

Limited number of show tickets available. 
 

Make checks payable to “TBS-Chai Society” and mail to: Brenda Rutstein, 10 

Filmont Drive, New City, NY 10956. For more information or if you have questions, 

call Brenda at 638-9023) 



 

BEREAVEMENTS 

Morris Cavayero, father of Janice Fisher 

Joel Flick, husband of Iris Flick 

Violet Ridge, mother of David Ridge 

Gloria Langer, mother of Iris Freyer 

 

What time is Shabbat Service in October? 
 

    For TBS, the usual starting time for Shabbat services has been 8:00 P.M., more as a matter of 

convenience. However, we have held services at 7:00 P.M. and even 7:30 P.M..  For some 

congregants, 8:00 P.M. is too late; for others, 7:00 P.M. is too early. 

    When some members have asked that we hold a Shabbat service at an earlier time that is more 

suitable for some families and commuters, we considered various options.  

We will try the concept of an “early service”, but it will not be named as a Commuter Service or a 

Family Service because such terms would not be quite accurate.. 

    It will be just an “early service” --and the first is scheduled for Friday, October 24 at 6:30 P.M.  

Depending upon how the service is received, we will consider doing it again. 

 

And what time is Shabbat Service in November, December…? 

Starting in November, and other than special events like  

Tot Shabbat and Shabbat Rimah, etc., our congregational Shabbat services  

will begin at 7:30 P.M. 

BSTYG 

     Shalom! 
     BSTYG had a great month of September.  We had a 
welcome back picnic in which we participated in 
numerous “old school games” like Duck Duck Goose, 
Round Robin, and Soup Macaroni that correlated with 
the theme “Getting to know you, Getting to know all 
about you.”  We enjoyed a delicious lunch in the youth 
house backyard and reconnected with old friends and 
created new ones.  We also had a pajama party lounge 
night in which BSTYG participated in an activity 
reflecting on our past year.  We also watched the movie 
Groundhogs Day and had popcorn on our new TV 
thanks to the Pollard family, and our new DVD player 
thanks to the Bernstein family.  We had our annual car 
wash that was a great success.  We had so much fun 
washing the cars.  We donated 10% of the profits to a 
Jewish Organization.  Concluding the month we went 
apple picking at Davies Farm to collect apples for the 
Thanksgiving Food Drive.  We also picked delicious 
apples to keep for ourselves.  We loved using the long 
apple stick to retrieve them from the trees. 
     For the month of October we are have many exciting 
events.  On Saturday October 11

th
 at 8:00 pm - 8:00am 

on Sunday October 12
th
 there is a JCC NFTY/USY all 

night event.  Teens from youth groups will come and 
participate in scheduled events all night raising money 
for specific organizations, hanging with friends, and 
having a lot of fun! On Wednesday October 15

th
 we will  

be having a Sukkot event in honor of the fruitful  

holiday.  On Saturday October 25
th
 we will be going to    

Fright Night at Six Flags Great Adventure with 
SVFTY(Temple Beth El’s Youth Group).  We are 
ending October with NFTY-Ger’s New Member Kallah 
from October 31 - November 2

nd
.  New Member Kallah 

is a weekend retreat hosted by NFTY-GER.  It is held 
at Camp Harlam in the Pocono Mountains of 
Kunkletown Pennsylvania.  This event provides an 
opportunity for those new to the region to learn about 
everything NFTY has to offer whether it be cheers, 
participating in services, song sessions and amazing 
programs, or becoming a part of all the GER 
traditions.  Many say it also allows them a break from 
the stresses of school and their everyday lives. It is so 
much fun and I cannot emphasize how amazing NFTY 
is!! 
     We have so many fun events planned for the 
remainder of the year.  If you are interested in joining 
BSTYG please contact Lindsay Wasserman for 
membership at Animegrl55@optonline.net.  For 
additional questions please contact our advisor Cary 
Falber at caryfalber@optonline.net, or Andrea 
Seidenberg, President, at seidy921@aol.com.  
*Also, we are in need of new couches. If anyone is 
interested in donating these items to BSTYG, please 
contact Andrea Seidenberg.* 

B’shalom, Andrea Seidenberg, President 
 



Letter to the Editor 
Letter to Editor: 
Re: TBS's new policy to charge members for family High Holy Day tickets. 
 
     We urge you to continue the forward-thinking and unique opportunity to bring together our extended 
families for High Holy Day services. The long standing policy allowed us the flexibility of having tickets on 
hand even if we were not certain some members of the family would join us.  
     Charging for these tickets is self-defeating.  At a time when so many of our young people are marrying 
out of the faith, we all need to encourage our children to acknowledge their heritage and attend services at 
least once a year to maintain a connection, however tenuous, to the Jewish community.  Part of the beauty 
of the day is the presence of so many babies, children and elders making the services a life cycle event for 
the entire family.    
     TBS should not abandon this inclusive, commendable tradition in favor of aligning themselves with any 
other organization.  If there is a financial need to fill, there are other ways to raise funds.  Please do not 
discourage this vital participation and the future of Judaism in our families by reducing attendance at the 
High Holy Day Services due to a financial calculation. 
 
Dan & Aline Ayalon 

Reply from TBS President: 
 
Hi Dan and Ayalon,  
     We spoke at length about your concerns and I was really taken by your passion and the wisdom of 
some of your arguments.  As I described to you, two of the major reasons that the fee was passed was due 
to our ever-increasing costs and the need to spread out the pool of those providing income. 
     In July, I thought that I might have found a way to avoid the fee by moving the HHD venue to 
Clarkstown South - however, this would have limited the size of attendees to ~1,200. 
     Many of us felt this was consistent with the expected crowd -- however, a few very vocal and very 
impassioned Trustees felt that we "might" not have enough room if” everyone" came.  Thus, the proposed 
change failed to win approval and I was left with having to deal with a policy approved by the 2007-2008 
Board and the Congregation. 
     I did seek additional advice and input after being elected to serve as President - the overwhelming 
response from the newly elected Board of Trustees was to go with the policy of charging a fee for those 
Family members 26 and older. 
     As always, if a Family has extenuating circumstances, we are inclusive and will do all that we can to 
bring in those who cannot afford $36. 
     If we revisit the question of fee and venue this year I hope that your voice and opinion will be part of the 
dialogue.  Since you feel strongly about changing the policy, I urge you to become involved. 
      You mentioned fund-raising and Jerry Korn would love help.  You discussed religious policy and Jay 
Grossman of Ritual could use insightful participants.  And Carol Garber who works so very hard to insure 
that we have fiscal discipline, especially in the face of declining membership and increasing costs, could 
use the skills of a bright person. 
      There are many other committees that welcome participants to set Temple policy -- participation is 
really the key to change. 
     As always, feel free to talk with me and I hope you will volunteer to serve. 
 
Marty Rutstein 
President 

 
THANKS FOR DONATIONS TO: 

 

RABBI DAVID E. FASS DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 

Marcia & Mitch Bittman 

 In honor of Eric & Sara’s wedding 

Paul & Shelly Burns 

 In honor of the birth of their 

grandson Jakson Noah Trager 

Arleen & Ken Bernstein 

In honor of the marriage of Pam 

Fass & Chaz Lawrence 

Caryn & Alan Ast 

 In memory of June Marquith 

Devra & Ken Kanter 

 In memory of Elizabeth Kanter 



Wendy & Mike Barrett 

 In memory of Ben Barrett  

Joyce & Steve Weinberg 

 In honor of the marriage of Jeffrey 

Weinberg & Milissa Morano 

 

Sharan & Elliot Rosen 

 In memory of Samuel Bennett 

Arlene Mire 

In honor of marriages of Pam Fass  

to Chaz Lawrence & Deborah 

 Winikoff’s to Matthew Engel 

Ellen & David Mandel 

In honor of their friend Shelly 

Friedman 

Wendy & Mike Barrett 

In memory of Rose Barrett 

Adele & Gene Blaufarb 

In memory of Jerry Krupnick 

Daryl & Steve Willenbrink 

In memory of Adele Ehrenreich & 

Helene Weinberg 

 

 

CANTOR SERGEI SCHWARTZ DISCRETIONARY FUND 

 

Marci & Steve Pekofsky 

 In memory of Helen Kurtz 

Harriet & Howard Blum 

 In honor of Justin Blum’s marriage to 

Amanda 

Devra & Ken Kanter 

 In memory of Elizabeth Kanter 

 

 

 

Roberta & Steve Bergman  

In honor of the marriage of their son 

Justin to Lori  Silberlicht 

Harriet and Howard Blum 

In honor of the marriage of their son 

Justin to Amanda Plesser 

Arleen & Ken Bernstein 

In memory of Leona Levitan 

 

DONATIONS TO TBS 
 

Jay Grossman & Debbie Karlitz & Family 

 In memory of June Marquith 

Enid & Bob Winikoff 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

Shirley Pell 

 In memory of Helen Kurtz 

Marjorie & Leon Kasmin 

 In honor of the birth of their 

granddaughter, Stella Grace Folbe 

Susan & Frank Richard 

 In honor of a speedy recovery to 

Beryl Blickstein 

 In honor of a speedy recovery to 

Brian Marder 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

 In honor of the birth of Casper 

Marion & Al Osterlitz 

 In honor of the birth of Marilyn 

Fellows’ grandson, Nathaniel Mason 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

Sally Winter 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

 In honor of the marriage of Jeffrey 

Weinberg & Milissa Morano 

 In memory of Marcia Hertzman 

Barbara, Bruce & Shelby Flanz & Family 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

Doris & Steve Richman 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

  

MUSIC FUND 

 

Iris & Gene Freyer 

 In honor of a speedy recovery to 

David Sobel 

Elaine & Orrin Getz 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

Nancy & Milton Goldberg 

 In memory of Judge Joel Flick 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

Eva & Howie Simons 

In memory of Judge Joel Flick 

Iris & Gene Freyer 

In memory of Violet Ridge 



 DAVID CHARGAR  FUND TO BENEFIT THE NURSERY SCHOOL 

 

Joan & Harry Stecker 

 In honor of the marriage of Arthur & Joyce Levy’s son 

 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE FUND 

 

Sima & Cliff Malat 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

 In honor of the birth of Marilyn 

Fellows’ grandson, Nathaniel Mason 

MICHAEL CANDERO FUND FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 

 

Brenda & Marty Rutstein 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

 In honor of the birth of Marilyn 

Fellows’ grandson, Nathaniel Mason 

 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

Nancy & John Kenney & Family 

 In memory of Sarah Mulherin 

Phyllis & Ed Graybow 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

 In honor of Justin Bergman’s marriage 

to Lori Silberlicht 

   

SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

 

Nancy & John Kenney 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

 In honor of the birth of Marilyn 

Fellows’ grandson, Nathaniel Mason 

Carol & Ira Garber 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

Elaine & Bob Kaplan 

 In memory of uncle, Jerry Krupnick 

 

ELLIOT TITLEBAUM FUND 

 

Arleen and Ken Bernstein 

In memory of Jules Rothman 

In memory of Elizabeth Kanter 

Carole and Jerry Korn 

In honor of a speedy recovery to 

Case DeGroot 

 In honor of Alexandra Lockey’s Bat 

Mitzvah 

In honor of the marriage of Justin      

Bergman and Lori Silberlicht 

In memory of Judge Joel Flick 

 In memory of Violet Ridge 

In honor of the birth of Jakson Noah 

Trager 

Carol and Larry Wolf 

In memory of Judge Joel Flick 

 

 SISTERHOOD CAMPERSHIP FUND 

 

Sisterhood 

 For needy children to go to summer 

camp 

 In memory of Joel Flick 

 

Arlene Mire 

 In honor of a speedy recovery to 

Abby Bergling 

Sylvia Holland 

 In memory of Alex Robbins 

 

Starting in November, our regular congregational Shabbat services 

will begin at 7:30 P.M. 


